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was mindful. " Our derest wyf the Qjiene " is constantly
receiving presents of cloth or fur, his children and members
of his household likewise have their gifts. Even the royal
buckhounds were dressed to the part, witness an order to
recoup the yeoman of the buckhounds for money spent " in
buying eight colers of silk garnished with Crowns, Roses,
floures de luys, and other our bagieux [badges] for our said
buckhounds, price the piece of the said colers three shillings
and four pence."
Such hints of Henry's expenditure, illustrating his love of
fine things, find corroboration in the more specific descrip-
tions of his ostentation which sometimes occur in the com-
ments of foreign observers. Now and again an ambassador
will speak of a royal reception, sketching the King, as he
leans against a tall gilt chair covered with cloth of gold, in
a small hall hung with very handsome tapestry. Henry
wears a violet-coloured gown lined with cloth of gold, and
a collar of many jewels, in his cap a large diamond and a
most beautiful pearl. Or again, he gives an audience to the
Milanese ambassador, standing by a royal seat adorned with
cloth of gold.
" Beside the multitude of nobles and gentlemen, six
bishops, the Cardinal of Canterbury, and the Spanish
ambassador were also present. . . . His Majesty, in
addition to his wonderful presence, was adorned with
a most rich collar, full of great pearls, and many other
jewels, in four rows, and in his bonnet he had a pear-
shaped pearl which seemed to me something most rich! "
" There is no country in the world," writes a Spaniard,
" where Queens live with greater pomp than in England,
where they have as many court officers as the King ":
while Puebla describes how he " went at an unexpected hour
to the Queen whom we found with two and thirty companions
of angelical appearance, and all we saw there seemed very
magnificent and in splendid style."
This magnificence was not reserved for ambassadorial
receptions alone. Henry never spared expense for festivi-
ties,^and during his reign all opportunities were taken for
making the most of such occasions. Notes of expenses for
royal christenings, coronations, marriages, festivals like St.
George's Day, Saint David's Day, and Twelfth Night, appear
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